
Legal Advocates Condemn ICE's Intimidation Tactics at Immigration Courts 

Across California and the country, ICE agents are increasingly appearing at immigration courts. 

Masked agents are stalking outside of courtrooms and in parking lots, demanding identification 

and arresting individuals, including children, families, people with disabilities, and those doing 

everything they can to comply with the law. In the Bay Area, these arrests have escalated at court 

hearings, check-ins, and other routine appointments. Many are held for days at ICE’s 630 

Sansome Street facility—known in the community as a “skyscraper concentration camp” for its 

long-standing inhumane conditions—prior to being transferred to detention centers in Central 

or Southern California, or out of state.  

As of September 12, 2025, over 100 immigrants have been abducted by ICE at their immigration 

court hearings in San Francisco and Concord, California. Many of these individuals are 

unrepresented, and some are children and people with severe medical issues. ICE has even 

arrested three U.S. citizen protestors outside of immigration court, detaining one of them 

overnight in barbaric conditions. 

These actions are not isolated. They are part of a coordinated campaign to intimidate immigrant 

workers, instill fear, and undermine the constitutional right to due process. ICE’s presence at 

court is a deliberate tactic to pressure people into missing their hearings and forfeiting their 

legal right to seek asylum or other relief. No one should be forced to choose between appearing 

in court and risking arrest—or abandoning their case altogether. Even more disturbing, ICE 

itself is violating the law through unlawful arrests and detentions, all while demanding that 

others strictly follow legal procedures and punishing them when they don’t. 

The immigration court system has become a tool in the Trump administration’s broader 

campaign of fear and exclusion. It does not function as a fair or independent forum for justice. 

These attacks do not end with immigrants—we are already seeing similar efforts to target 

LGBTQ communities, student activists, and others who don’t fit into this administration’s white 

nationalist agenda. 

We, the undersigned attorneys and legal organizations, can no longer in good conscience assure 

our clients that attending court is safe. While we will continue to fight for the release of those 

detained and support our communities however we can, legal action alone is not enough. Only 

sustained, collective public pressure will stop these abuses because social progress is made 

through mass mobilizing, outside of courtrooms. Community defense has proven to be effective 

at immigration courts to deter ICE abductions as a movement of community members, faith 

leaders, unions, and international solidarity activists. 

We urge all people of conscience to stand in solidarity with our immigrant neighbors. When due 

process is denied to one group, everyone’s rights are at risk. 

 

 

 

https://missionlocal.org/2025/08/ice-hq-in-s-f-s-financial-district-has-an-80-year-history-of-detaining-immigrants/
https://missionlocal.org/2025/06/sf-ice-arrests-tracker/
https://missionlocal.org/2025/06/sf-ice-arrests-tracker/
https://www.kqed.org/news/12053144/immigration-activist-says-her-jail-conditions-were-barbaric-after-arrest-in-sf
https://www.kqed.org/news/12053144/immigration-activist-says-her-jail-conditions-were-barbaric-after-arrest-in-sf
https://www.kqed.org/news/12028303/ice-arrest-left-bay-area-man-hospitalized-struggling-breathe-attorney-says
https://www.kqed.org/news/12028303/ice-arrest-left-bay-area-man-hospitalized-struggling-breathe-attorney-says
https://missionlocal.org/2025/08/habeas-corpus-petitions/
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Individuals: 

{{Name}} {{Organization}} 

Aliya Karmali Law Office of Aliya Karmali 

Cynthia Bautista Bautista Immigration Law, P.C. 

Leila Sayed-Taha Law Offices of Leila Taha 

Marcia Perez Law Office of Marcia I. Perez 



Lina Seikh Refugio Immigration 

Mary J. Bosworth Mary J. Bosworth, Attorney at Law 

Carly Stadium-Liang Adelante Legal 

Ana Luz Vazquez Law Office of Ana Luz Vazquez 

Natalia Lertora-Sznajder Lertora Law 

Jan Austerlitz Jan Austerlitz, Attorney at Law 

Rhodora V. Derpo Hiraya Immigration 

Katarina Rost Law Office of Katarina Rost 

Alexandra Wilson Wilson Immigration 

Lina Baroudi Law Office of Lina Baroudi 

Marina Pineda-Kamariotis Law Office of Marina Pineda-Kamariotis 

Leanna M. Sac Leanna M. Sac, Attorney at Law 

Maleeha Haq Haq Law 

Robert Michael Flynn Flynn Law Office 

Tuyana Kupisk, Esq. Law Office of Tuyana Kupisk, Esq. 

Gabriela M. Lopez The Community Law Office 

Judith Michaels Morrow Law Office of Judith Michaels Morrow  

Ali Saidi Stand Together Contra Costa 

Nancy Hormachea National Lawyers Guild Bay Area Chapter 

Juliana Pinzon Juliana Pinzon Immigration 

Richard Keenan Law Office of Richard Keenan 

Vicki Handron Sonoma Immigrant Services 

Ingrid Hernandez Warren Law Firm 

Eman Ali  Law Fellow 

Tuyana Kupisk, Esq. Tuyana Kupisk, Esq. 



Linette Tobin Law Office of Linette Tobin 

Alexandra Wilson  Wilson Immigration  

Ann Barhoum Attorney at Law 

Leah Chen Price Law Office of Leah Chen Price  

Lina M Seikh Refugio Immigration 

Monica Julian VIDAS 

Nico Gonzalez La Raza Community Resource Center 

Mimi Nguyen Step Forward Foundation 

Patrick Gihana Law Offices of Patrick Gihana 

Carly Shortell Legal Services for Children 

Jennifer Legal Services for Children 

Sylvia Rodezno Law Office of Sylvia R. Rodezno 

Fernando Antunez Legal Services for Children 

Karina Fernandez CARECEN SF  

Brittney Rezaei Law Office of Brittney Rezaei 

Molly Jensen Immigration Center for Women and Children 

Margaret Hellerstein Immigration Attorney 

Sarah Domenick Legal Services for Children 

Lariza Dugan Cuadra, 

Executive Director 

Central American Resource Center - CARECEN SF 

Kimberly Mata Legal Services for Children 

Elena Hodges Pangea Legal Services 

Bonita S. Gutierrez Open Immigration Legal Services  

Shouan Zhoobin Riahi Yara Legal Services 

Mariah Mantzke SJC 



Patricia Hernandez Salazar Asian Pacific Islander Legal Outreach 

Ari Jones Oasis Legal Services 

Abigail Esquivias Social Justice Collaborative 

Adilene Flores Estrada Law Office of Adilene Flores Estrada 

Vicki Handron Sonoma Immigrant Services 

Fernanda C. Bustamante Fuerza Immigration Lawyers 

Stephany Arzaga Legal Services for Children 

Cindy Ramirez Mission Action 

Victoria Hartanto API Legal Outreach (APILO) 

 


